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Venus XT/Johnson 200 GT
Quite possibly the quickest cuddy on the water
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HYDROSTREAM from page 65

be utilized as a sunlounge, as the
brochure indicat

The cabin is fairly roomy in a cozy
sense and would be comfortable for
overnighting or taking a nap. It provides
the daycruising basics, appreciated
amenities for those wanting something
more than an open skiboat.

A pair of body-hugging buckets and
an aft couch provide cockpit seating
for the cuddy. Our trial boat had
an unusually fow chair height, which
hampered visibility in some instances,
at least for a short driver, but a com-
pany spokesman assured us that the seat
height was not normal, having been
shortened for an especially tall driver.
The helm area is simple and straight-
forward, with minimal instrumentation.
Medallion gauges—tach, speedo, volt-
meter, fuel indicator—are mounted in
an acrylic panel directly in front of the
driver. An OMC temperature instru-
ment is also included in the panel. A
second panel to the right of the dash
face houses an OMC trim instrument
and a VDO gauge that indicates the
height of the engine. This particular




engine installation incorporates a Power
Lift hydro/electric transom jack that
allows the outboard to be raised and
lowered from the helm.

The cockpit is appointed simply, but
is nicely finished with good upholstery,
short-pile carpeting and smooth gelcoat
surfaces. HydroStream uses more teak
than we would have expected, but some.
boating tastes appreciate its warmth and
ignore its upkeep. A short taffrail, step
plates and other teak accents are in-
cluded. A forward-sloping venturi
windscreen is mounted just ahead of the
driver and companion seats; it actually
works well at keeping a lot of the wind
at bay. At 70-plus mph, however, the
only effective wind protection is a full-
face helmet.

The Johnson outboard installation is
neat and tidy, with dual-cable steering
to handle the torque. Steering effort was
light and positive without an undue
amount of torque feedback to the wheel,
even with the engine trimmed up and
raised to the higher levels. A transom
jack is a nice thing to have for a boat
like this that will doubtless see double-
duty as a speedboat and skiboat. Rais-
ing the engine reduces drag and allows
exotic props to be used. Lowering the
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HYDR( 'REAM Continued

cengine allows the kind of good, low-end
pull that skiers appreciate. Such a
system allows the driver to really **dial
in”” optimum performance effortlessly.
Though I personally prefer the Vegas
XT model over this cuddy, mostly
because of its trimmer profile, I can
understand the attraction of the Venus
for those wanting some playpen space
on a performance boat. It would also
provide quite a distinction for some
proud owner (o know that few boats on
the lake would be able to touch this
cuddy when it comes time to *‘show
‘em what ya got.”—Jim Youngs %



